LVM IAZY,- 


Documen* w0- 
NO CH .gE in Class. 
LwShASSIFIED gi 
lass. 


A , 
2000 /osssets CIA-RDP82-00457R00010674¢ 


RAL ENCE GROUP 


Auth: 
Dates 
| COUNTRY augorie/USSR DATE: 
| nA AL in 8020-3 | INFO, 27 August 1946 
| SUBJECT Darube Navigation : ner of lin. sige. Aa nesadbaesuae 
ire 
25X1A6a Archivist of the United PAGES 4 
— eC SUPPLEMENT 
25X1X6 3 


SGURCE 


The following is a translation of e report on Danube shipping prepared by 
Emaerich Pranske of the Controll Compagnie, Vienna, and forwarded om 27 August 
4946 to the Société Genérale de Surveillance in Geneva, Switzerland, 


Status of the Danube 


1. In spite of all the efforts of the occupation authorities, the goverment 
authorities, the shipping administrations, and the interested business enter- 
prises, it has not been possible to restore Danube shipping to its full volume; 
this situation oan be asoribed mainly to the fact that the soncept of "German. 
property in Austria" is being variously interpreted. Another contributory 
factor is the prevailing uncertainty concerning the future status of the Danube. 


2, ‘tho Austrien Erate Doneu-Dampfschiffahrte-Gesoilschaft in Vienna (DDSG), which 
was the most important shipping concern on the Danube and whose shipping fa- 
ailities have been taken over by various Danubien countries (now including 
Ruasia) and by the American occupation authorities above Ling, hes been af- 
feated to such a degree by the prevailing situation that it is forced to rao 
main idle at the present time. Howover, the remaining Danube shipping cen 
gerns are also suffering as a result of this confused situation; they are e- 
vbliged to exercise great caution and in general limit their river traffic to 
internal shipping. Another, but not the least, obstacle toward the resumption 
of rlormeal, Danube traffic has boon the partitioning of the shipping fleet which 
was still intact efter the war. With regard te this question, it may be re~ 
called that only recently Yugoslavia lodged a claia demanding the return of 
her ships which are now lying on the upper Danube o 


Austria and the Danube 


3, Ae is: reepeot to ell other matters, Austria is extremely sagor for a solution 
of the Daunbe question. Nothing eould please the Austrian Goverament, the 
interested administrations, and the Austrian comeroial enterprises more than 
an opportunity to make a useful contribution toward the soluticn of this 
problem. ‘oe judge by the statements which have been made by goverument of- 
ficials and in the press, the difference of opinion between the great powers 
cousista in the fact that the Soviet Union desires a regional administration 
and supervision of Danube shipping by the Danube countries, while the United 
States and Great Britain support complete internationalization of the river. 
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"o us Austrians it is not only the settlement of the aforementioned quastion 
shat is linportant, but above all we are concerned about the fate of the brstes 
Donau-Dempfshiffehrts-Gesselischaft, which has existec since 1829 and which 
was and is the traditional representative of fustrian Danube naviration, 


The illegal incorporation of the DDSG into the “erman industrial procren 
has resulted in the fact that, according ts one interpretation of the Pots.. 


dam Agreement, the concern is now to be classified as "German property in 
Aus trian” 2 


o~ 


fhe followin Liste the total of ships in the DOSG Mect in 1958 ani the total 
of remaining ships in 1945: 


4.058 1945 
neces ain hinis arbi: 
shipa iP rr ee ee eee ee eee ee es 59 
Barges $71 PEED oeORENFIOSTVE REG HOC AVORERABOR TD 31a 
Vankere A) Acs asdsetamedecksee Seeen es tevieeneeee the 


Floats (Schwinrikeehne } 2s a ee ee eo ai 

The above proves that,with the exception of the tankera, many ships have been 
lost by the fleet, despite the Pact that a large mnumber of new vessels vere 
built during the war, Of the above-listed vessels, the following are at present 
above Lina under U.S. sdministration: 


thips var we wcanSanecd ewe e | EE 
Hargas osseeccccesseeocccses 180 
WAnKOPS: seeaeusdwsnencatages, OF 
PLORER. <ssisescuscoesea peso va 


The following equipment has bacn confiscated by the Russians and, for the 
yost part, transferred outside of Austria: 


Ships ee onreaveneosanranuovre 18 
BarieS svscsserccecesvccvcs 108 
Tankers cocsccecescvaucoucae 4&4 
Floats ccosececovsessounsen Ad 


while specific information is available concerning the number and the con= 
Aition of she vessels in the American done, the complete lack of contact with 
the middle and lower Danube has made it impossible to obtain exact information 
on the present number and the condition of the vessels under Soviet aontrod.. 


The Austrian flac has disappeared from the Vanube. Freight traffie is at a 
standstill, and the only traffic is thet which operates locally between Linz 
and Enselhartszell. The 059 is still drawing on ite capital; wajjes and 
salaries are beine paid to spacialised personnel which could not be repinced 
4% it lett the company. All contact has been interrupted between arfiliated 
concerns abroad, includin: the coal mine in vees Qiungary) ent the shipyards 
in Budapest. The shipyard at Xorneubury, is veinz administered by the tusaians, 
River navigation has beeu resumed under the tussian Slag between Vienna and 
nearby resorts. A small volune of cargo traffic is being operated from the 
Russian Zone to the lower Jenube. 


Despite the very heavy daaage to the overetionel Pacill 
Viernms port, a return of its Cleet would enable the J25G to absorb a consider= 
able volume of business. In 1938, between one and a balf million tons of 
freifpht were handled by the Austrian Vanube porta; ons million tons of this 
freight was handled by tne DOSG. 
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li. From the very beginning, the Soviet authorities made a freat effort to obe 
tain a large interest in the DDSG. It was their intention to control 80% of 
the company. The DDSG, as well as the Austrian Government, opposed this and 
refused to accept any of the Sovist proposals, In support of this rejection, 
it was pointed out that the DDSG had been an Austrian enterprise for more 
than one hundred years and sould, therefore, not be classified ag Gorman 
property. Furthermore, it was contended that the Council of Foreign Minise 
ters had as yet failed to give a definite interpretation to the Potsdam Arree= 
nent in connection with the future status of the Danube end of German propere 
ty. The Russians, having failed to achieve their purpose through direct and 
amicable negotiations, are now apparently intent on making other arrangements 

25X1A6a before the status of the Danube is settled and have resorted to particularly 25X1A6a 
ea measures in order to force a rapid solution of the problem. 
Me Comment: For information concerning the establishment of a new Russian 
owned First Danube Steam Navigation Conpany (Pervoye Dunevskoye Parochadnoye 
Ubshtshestvo) using the DSG port installations, see our previous report of 
4 Vatober 1946.} 


Loading and Reloading Facilities in Vienna, evc. 


12. ‘The DDSG installation in Vienna~i'rnterkai wore completely destroyed during 
the war, and it cannot be expected that they will ba repaired in the near 
future, The following installations are the only oneg which hnve renained 
in working order: 


The DDSG instellation in Viennea-Zwischenbr ickens 

The Vienna municipal warshouses in Vienna-Lagerhaus and Albern; 

The installations of the Hungarian River and Sea Navigation Company (MPFR) 
at Vienna-Handelskai; 

The installations of the Sayrischer Lloyd in Viena-Donaukaibahnhof (these 
installations are at present being used by Soviet shipping); 

‘the installations of the “eahoslovakische Donauschiffahrts A. G. in Vienna~ 
Kaiserplatz. 


13, The Vienna silo installations in ViennasLayerhaus and in the Albern port are 
at present being administered by the municipality of Vienna. 


44, The loading and other installations in Linz are intact and are under American 
administration. ' 


15, The Passau installations, although heavily damared, area still usable; the Regens~ 
burg installations, on the other hand, were almost completely destroyed during 
the war and much repair work will still be needed before they are restored. 

These installations are also under American adrinistration. 


16. There is no reliable information concerning the installations on the middle and 
lower Danube; however, it appears that the most important points, such as 
Bratislava, Budapest, elgrade, otc., are in condition to operate on a limited 
scale. 


17. The following navigation companies existed before 1938: 


a. Germany Abbreviation 
Bayrischer Lloyd, Schiffehrts AS, Regensburg BL 
Josef Wallner, Schiffahrtsunternehmung, Deggendorf 
ott . 
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Conr 
Austria ~ Abbreviation 
Erete Donau Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft DDSG 


Vienna III, Hintere Zollamtstrasse 1 


stiddeutscho Donau-Danpfachiffahrts-Geselisohaft, Vienna SDG 
(administered by the DUSG in the interim) 


Continentale Hotorschiffahrts A.G., Vienna I SOMOS 
Wipplingerstrasse 34 (originally a Dutch company ) 


Shipping Companies Abroad: 


wv 
Cachoslovakische Donauschiffahrts Aces Bratislava CSDP 
(resuned operations, although on a limited scale) 


Hungarian River and Sea Navigation Company, Budapest MPTR 
Yugoslav Shipping Company» Belgrade JRP 
Bulperiean Danube Shipping Compsny.s Sofia BRP 
Navigation Pluviale Rounaine, Bucharest NFR 
Service Haritime Rownain, Jucharest Suk 


{the above shipping companies have resumed operations » 
although on a limited scale) 


Societe Frangaise de Navigetion Danublienne, Paris SEND 
(maintained # representative in Vienna) 


The Following companies have been established since the cessation of 


ond 


hostilities in 1945: 


Pervoye Dunavekoye Parochodnoye Obshtshsstvo., Vienna Ii, ~ 
Taborstrasse 24a (the newly created Russian-owned DDSG) 


Sowjetische staatiiche Donauschiffehrts—leselischaft, SDGP 
Vienna IV, Wohllebenrasse 9 (head office in Budapest) 


Hungarian-Soviet Navigation Company, Budapest MEZHART 
Soviet-Romaniun Navigation, Hucharest SOV TOM 


(includes the NFR and the SER) 
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